Mobility aids for the paraplegic child.
Paraplegic children derive many benefits from upright bracing during their growing years. Physiological advantages include the prevention of joint contractures, decreased osteoporosis, prevention of urinary tract infections, increased cardiopulmonary tolerance, and the development of trunk and head control. The quality of life is enhanced because the child has increased self-esteem and participates in group activities with greater independence. Two new devices, the stand-up wheelchair and the shuttlebug, have been employed with success in the Winnipeg Child Paraplegic Program.